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BEXLEYHEATH AND BELVEDERE HOCKEY CLUB
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21st March 2007

Dear Member,

PROPOSAL: Addition of Dissolution clause to the BBHC Constitution

Proposed by: Andrei Mendis


Seconded by: Ben Bradley

England Hockey representatives conducted a club visit early last month to conclude the process for our application for their Clubs 1st accreditation scheme.  All went well and we were told that they would recommend us for this achievement (we are awaiting official confirmation, still), however they recommended that we add a “Dissolution clause” to our constitution.  In particular, this clause should state that any surplus assets upon dissolution should not go to the members, but to a similar organisation or charity.

This is because this clause is (or will be) a requirement for certain funding streams, and is therefore a safeguard against financial crime.  It is mandatory for attaining “Community Amateur Sports Club” status with HM Revenue & Customs, who state that “The CASC legislation requires that the assets be applied for approved sporting or charitable purposes”, see also http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/casc/casc_guidance.htm#38 .

The EH rep recommended the clause used in Bromley Hockey Club’s constituion before it’s merger, which I have transcribed and restructured here:

1. Dissolution of the Club.

a. A resolution seeking the dissolution of the club may be passed, and only passed, at a special general meeting on a requisition signed by not less than 30 members of the club or by one-fifth of the members entitled to attend and vote at a general meeting, whichever is the less.

b. The Honorary Secretary shall call such a meeting within 28 days of receipt of the requisition.  Adult members shall receive 21 days notice in writing of such meeting.

c. If at the convened meeting the resolution seeking dissolution is carried by at least three-quarters of the members present, the committee shall thereupon, or on such date as shall have been specified in the resolution, be responsible for the orderly winding up of the Club’s affairs.

i. The Committee shall realise the assets of the club and discharge all debts and liabilities of the club.  Any surplus assets, however, shall not be paid or distributed to the members of the club but will be given or transferred to one or more of the following:

ii. To another Club with similar sports purposes which is a registered charity and/or 

iii. To another Club with similar sports purposes which is a registered CASC and/or

iv. To the Club's governing body for use by them for related community sports.


To keep BBHC in line with this recommended best practice, I propose that the above clause be adopted at the AGM on Wednesday 18th April 2007 and added to the constitution.

If you have any comments, etc, please feel free to contact me.

Yours sincerley,

Andrei Mendis

BBHC Youth Development Officer
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